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Volunteering 
 

Tanzanian education system suffers from lack of well-trained and innovative teaching staff.  

Most subjects are still taught by rote and many teachers, especially in kindergarten and primary 

grades lack adequate training.  For example, a typical 

kindergarten teacher would receive a diploma after spending only 

one year at a teaching college.  In addition, finding teachers who 

are proficient in written and spoken English is a challenge.   

 

The founders believe that teachers are the single most important 

factor in the success of the Ikirwa School Project.  We are willing 

to make an investment in our teaching staff and would like to 

provide them with as many resources and opportunities as 

possible to improve their methods.  Peer-to-peer learning is one of the most effective ways to 

transfer knowledge and we hope to attract volunteers from the American education community 

to help us reach our goals. 

 

Description of Volunteer Assignments 
Elementary School   

We are looking for volunteers with kindergarten 

and first grade teaching experience to  

work alongside our staff for a period from two 

weeks to one year, to model modern American 

classroom teaching methods with emphasis on 

independent study, collaborative learning, and 

alternatives to rote teaching.   

 

ESL 

We are also looking for volunteers with experience 

teaching English as a Second Language to spend 

one to three months working in Tanzania with the school staff and to run language classes for 

village adult, teaching English to both groups and modeling teaching methods to the staff.   

 

School Administration 

There will always be ample opportunities for 

volunteers to aid with the business of running 

a school. School staff requires continuous help 

and training with information technology used 

for book keeping and academic records and 

communication with parents and the 

community. Volunteers would be asked to 

provide an impartial evaluation of how closely 

the staff follows code of conduct and financial 

policies manual.   



 

 

  

 

Logistics 
 Volunteers would be responsible for paying their transportation to and from Arusha, Tanzania.  

The volunteer would also be asked to contribute $200 a month to cover their room and board. 

Ikirwa School Project would provide local room and board. Positions would be unpaid, however 

all expenses incurred by volunteers in relation to the project would be considered charitable 

contributions and Ikirwa School Project will issue a tax deductible letter.   

The terms of volunteer missions are negotiable. 

 

Accommodations 

In spite of its relative proximity to Arusha, 

Midawe is a rural agricultural community, where 

houses lack running water, and electricity is 

available either through generators or solar 

panels. Food is cooked over an open fire and food 

is brought from the market twice a week or 

gathered in the fields. Local coffee hut proprietor 

buys his beans from the villagers in the morning, 

roasts them all day and prepares his brew nightly.  

 

Our volunteers stay with local families or, 

when they need a bit more alone time, in a 

safari tent on school grounds. Your meals 

would be cooked and eaten with your host 

families, who will do their best to 

accommodate your dietary requirements. Local 

diet is rich in fresh fruit, vegetables and 

legumes with meat making an appearance 

about once a week.  

 

Transportation 

Midawe is located about 15 km (10 miles) outside 

of Arusha, which is located in the northwestern 

Tanzania, not far from the Kenyan border and 

serves as a gateway to Mount Kilimanjaro, 

Serengheti and Masaaii country. Kilimanjaro 

International Airport (JRO) is served by KLM and 

Ethiopian Airlines as well as local airline such as 

Air Tanzania and Precision Air. Ikirwa School will 

organize your transportation to and from the 

airport. During your stay you may catch a ride to 

town on a school bus or local transport piki-piki 

(motorbike) or dala-dala (minivan) 



 

 

  

 

Visa 

Volunteers staying in Tanzania for less than 90 

days do not require a special visa. When filling 

out an application,  check “other business” as 

the purpose of your visit. The cost of a short 

term visa is $100. Longer term stays would 

require a special volunteer visa, the cost of 

which seems to change frequently. Allow 

yourself at least 2 weeks to for visa turnaround.  

 

Medical Insurance and Vaccinations 

Tanzania is a developing country and the state of 

country’s health system is far behind what we 

are used to here in the US. Therefore when choosing your travel insurance plan make sure that it 

covers medical emergency evacuation. Most of our volunteers have used Seven Corners as a 

provider. 

There are also a number of vaccinations 

which are imperative to have prior to your 

trip. Please keep in mind that many, such as 

Hepititis A require a series of injections and 

should be started well ahead of your trip. 

Malaria shots or medication are particularly 

important, as Midawe is located in a 

rainforest zone and malaria larvae are present 

in the water supply. As a rule, volunteers will 

be supplied with safe, bottled drinking water 

 

 

 

Application Process 
We are a small organization and at this time do not have a formal application process for 

volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering with the Ikirwa School please contact Masha 

Skuratovskaya at ikirwaschool@gmail.com. Please include a resume, a short bio and a 

description of why you are interested in volunteering and what you hope to get out of your 

volunteer experience. We will follow-up with a phone or in-person interview and go from there. 

Please plan to begin your application and logistical process 2-3 months prior to your desired start 

date. Please consult the school term schedule at http://ikirwaschool.org/admissions/ to make sure 

that your trip does not overlap with school break. 

 

Contact Us 

Email:   ikirwaschool@gmail.com 

Web:   www.ikirwaschool.org 

Tel:   703-582-1061 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Ikirwa-School-Project/ 
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